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No winner yet because . . . 

no raffle yet!  
an important announcement from 

Living Stones Prison Ministry 

 As shared in our April Mail 

Chimp announcement, our Spring 

2020 raffle was put on hold due to 

the pandemic shutdown. Because 

congregations were not meeting 

physically it was believed that it 

would be near-impossible to hold 

ticket sales. We would wait until 

people were once again meeting 

together in their buildings.  

Congregations were asked to hold 

on to their raffle ticket materials 

until the raffle could be  

rescheduled. 

 The Living Stones board has  

continued to discuss this at their 

monthly meetings and thank you for 

your patience during this time. With 

churches now beginning to reopen, 

we are happy to announce that our 

raffle is back on the calendar!  Ticket 

sales will run from Sept. 20 through 

Nov. 1 and the drawing will be held 

on Tuesday, Nov. 17. 

 You may get tickets ($5 each or 

6 for $25) at the church office. Four 

prizes are available this year -- a 

grand prize of $2020 cash, second 

prize of $202 cash, and the third and 

fourth are handmade by the men 

themselves, a quilt and a piece of 

artwork.  All proceeds benefit the 

Living Stones Prison Congregation.  
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Re-opening Zion? 
Dear Friends, 

Most people are curious about 

where Zion is with re-opening 

the building for worship services. 

A task force has been created 

and has started a thorough  

investigation of what it would 

take to re-open. At the same 

time, more information and 

regulations come from the state 

and the synod on a weekly basis. 

We know some things, and some 

things are still unknown. 

We know: 

Everyone will need a mask 

that covers your nose 

and mouth when coming 

into worship or entering 

the church building. 

With six feet of spacing at 

the most, we will be able 

to bring in between 30 

and 45 people per  

 service.  

We will continue to record 

services for online  

 worship until this  

 situation changes. 

Church will be a different 

experience than what it 

was before. 

Self-screening will be  

 necessary (if you are sick 

– even a little, you need 

to stay home). 

 
Cont. pg. 3 
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We do not know: 

When exactly we will  

 re-open. 

If Holy Communion can be 

celebrated. 

If singing will be allowed. 

There are many, many details  

that need to be examined. 

Please pray for Zion and the task 

force as they continue to  

examine how to return to church 

in a safe manor for everyone. 

Thank you for your continued 

support, 

 

Warmly, 

Pastor Susan 

 

 

 

 

 I want to thank the Zion  

family for your prayers, cards, 

good wishes and support  

following my recent surgery. 

Even in the toughest moments I 

felt upheld by God’s love, and 

every echo of that love from you 

is so much appreciated. 

Blessings to you all, 

Patricia Hagensen 

 

Zion church family and Quilters, 

 Thank you for the beautiful 

quilt and Lutheran Study Bible. 

Thank you also for all the love 

you’ve shown me. 

Julia Bintz 

(Class of 2020) 

  

 

 

 

Prayer Chain 
Chris Gillas, Ralph Quiring, Jean 

Ellenz, Beth Farrington, Alan 

Hansen.  

 

July Zoom MeetingsJuly Zoom MeetingsJuly Zoom MeetingsJuly Zoom Meetings    
 

What’s Brewing?         5:30 

  Tues 28 

Book Club                       1:00 

  Thurs  9 

Council                        4:00 

  Tues 21 

Bible Study         10:00 

   Thurs 2 
 

        If you’d like to visit with 

someone online (up to 25 people  

at once) we’re happy to work 

with you -- just let us know.  

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Census 

Respond your way 

Online  

my2020census.gov 

Phone  

844-330-2020 

Mail 

 sent to homes in March 



Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 

called you by name, you are mine. 
2 

When you 

pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm 

you; when you walk through fire you shall not 

be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  Isaiah 43:1b-2 

 June was a tough month. It was a tough month with hitting 100,000 

deaths, now over 120,000 deaths in the US due to Coronavirus. It was 

a tough month with protests, and a tough month of people going out 

and about thinking that a phase change for the state means that the 

Coronavirus is less than it was. It’s not. We can move around more but 

need to still keep in mind the nature of this disease follows its own 

path of destruction.  

 And of course, that goes both ways. We can move around more, 

which feels good. Everybody is looking good. People are sporting their 

new haircuts, and you can just see the lift of everyone’s spirits. I am 

sure the hairdressers have been praised tenfold by both patrons and 

their significant others. It’s good to see some light in people’s faces. 

Summer is showing signs of arrival. More sunlight is also good for our 

weary spirits.  

 There is a lot to think about out there. It’s time to confront our own 

understandings of the Black Lives Matter movement through doing 

research and finding ways to educate. It is time to think about how we 

do move more into the world with Phase 2 and soon Phase 3 while 

being respectful of those around us. It is also time to think about how 

we as the Zion community can return to church. We are getting closer. 

The task force is in high gear, and so are more regulations and  

restrictions. A new set of six pages came out the other day. It is hard to 

keep up.  

 Through the floods of protests, pandemics, and policies, it is good 

to stop. Just stop. Take a breath and remember that God has called us 

out of all of that by calling our name. Yes, the world has all of the 

yucky stuff in it and more, but knowing God has called us by name is 

where we stand. Even if we are on shaky ground, by God calling us, we 

stand strong. God has called us out to remember whose we are. And 

sometimes with that call, we are also called to be a flood of kindness 

to others whether that means wearing a mask, or educating ourselves 

on Black Lives Matter movements, or adhering to the endless new 

guidelines. 
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cont from pg 4 

 Life does feel overwhelming 

right now, in many capacities, but 

we stand as Christ’s own, called by 

name. While we wobble from 

what has hit us, and we take  

daring steps outside, remember to 

listen for God’s voice through the 

waves, saying again and again, 

“You are mine.” 

 

 

Story  
 Those people who believe they 

are free from implicit bias: this 

story is for you.   I have always 

lived in a multicultural world 

working for multi-national  

companies, having friends of all 

races and creeds.  To think I have 

any bias is anti-ethical to me  

until an event last year. 

 Last year in Zion, I was sitting 

at the back of the congregation. 

When the second song started, a 

loud baritone voice boomed over 

my head.   I turned around to see 

a six and half foot tall African 

American man behind me.  He was 

clearly living rough and carrying a 

large walking stick.  Once the  

initial shock abated, I was happy 

to see him there.  At the sharing of 

the peace, I learned his name was 

Gabriel.  

 The music attracted him and 

he regularly joined churches  

during his travels.  He showed me 

his walking stick.  Up next was  

Communion. I got up and walked 

forward.  Immediately, I realized 

Gabriel was not behind me.  A 

panic seized me.   I had left my 

phone wallet sitting out on the 

pew. I knew it would be gone.   

Sneaking a peek, I saw Gabriel 

was sitting in the pew.  My heart 

was torn.  In God's house, my 

first reaction was not to trust but 

assume this man was a thief.  As 

a test of having love in my heart, 

I had failed.  Regularly, I leave 

my phone wallet on the pew and 

never experienced anxiety with 

any other visitor.  My implicit 

bias told me this man was a 

threat unlike a white man in the 

same situation.  After a silent 

confession, I introduced Gabriel 

to our pastor.  We never saw 

him again.  

 For all of you, do not  

assume race does not play into  

your perceptions of the world.  

Joe Keller  

Upcoming Reading Group 
 We are awaiting books 

scheduled to come July 18 for 

the upcoming book study,  

Martin Luther’s Treatise on 

Christian Liberty: The Freedom of 

a Christian. We will begin the 

study July 23. This writing was 

common throughout seminary 

and I have had to read it over six 

times. I am excited to engage in 

this special reading together. The 

books cost $8.50. A few extra 

were ordered if you want to join. 
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Book Club meets 
Good Afternoon Reading 

Friends,  

We are getting better at meeting 

via Zoom every month!  It was 

great to see so many of you 

“virtually” yesterday afternoon. 

Thank you to Ursula Richards for 

leading discussion on The Book 

Woman of Troublesome Creek.   

Upcoming Zion book group 

plans: 

 We decided to meet  

informally via Zoom in July and 

August to touch base with each 

other, to share what is going on 

with our lives, and share what 

we are reading.  Dates are  

Thursday, July 9  and Thursday,  

August 13 at 1 PM. A Zoom link 

will be sent out a few days prior.  

 Following are the book 

choices for this fall. Hopefully we 

can start meeting in person 

again, but time will tell. You will 

need to obtain your own copy of 

these books. 

  September 10 at 1 

PM:  Beneath a Scarlet Sky by Mark 

Sullivan.  Pat Edwards will lead  

discussion. Karen Gates will bring 

treats.  

October 8: On Mystic Lake by Kristin 

Hannah. Sandra Meeker will lead 

discussion. 

November 12: The Girl with 7 

Names by Hyeonseo Lee.  Pam 

Hankins will lead discussion. 

January-June book choices will be 

discussed later this fall. Several  

suggestions were made: 

The Alice Network by Kate Quinn 

(January/Karen??) 

The Book of Lost Friends  

by Lisa Wingate 

The Beekeeper of Aleppo  

by Christy Lefteri 

The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes 

We Were the Lucky Ones  

by Georgia Hunter 

We Hope for Better Things  

by Erin Bartels 

Stay by Catherine Ryan Hyde 

 If you would like to volunteer 

to lead a book discussion on one of 

these books or a book of your 

choice in 2021, please let us know!  

 Aren’t we lucky to enjoy  

reading, especially during this time 

of staying home and social  

distancing. Hope you are all doing 

well.   

Blessings,  

Karen and Sandra 



Zion Lutheran Church Staff: 
Ministers        Entire Congregation 
Associate Pastor                Susan Dollinger 
Youth Minister         Pam Ensley 
Office Assistant                 Sandra Meeker 
Music Staff:                          Karen Rezabek, Gary Ritter 
Nursery Attendants        Emily McElhaney, Alexa Gaudio, Brooke Gaudio, 
        Christina McElhaney 
Sound Techs:                             Nolan Purkerson, Reid Frank, Max Malcom 
Custodian            Tye Cobb 
Council Officers:                   Pres. Madlin Baltzell, Vice Pres. Leslee Froehlich 

Sec. Laura Greulich 
Administrative Assistant            Patricia Hagensen 
 

The Zion Messenger is the monthly newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church, 
located at NE 4th & Garfield, Camas, Washington. Worship services are at 
9:00 am (traditional) and 11:15 am (contemporary).  Pr. Susan A. Dollinger  
can be reached at 360-834-4201 ext 202 or 503-548-7997 (cell). 
Administrative office hours are 8-12:00 Mondays and 8-5:00 Tuesday - 
Friday. Email can be sent to info@zionluthcamas.org. The website is 
zionluthcamas.org. For youth & family ministry, the email address is 
youthminister@zionluthcamas.org.  

“As a welcoming Body of Christ, we celebrate and share  

God’s saving grace for all.”   

FINANCIAL DIGEST 

MAY 
BUDGETARY INCOME YEAR/DATE        141,207.67 

BUDGETARY EXPENSES                           95,451.93 

BUDGETARY OFFERING  MONTH   YEAR/DATE  

2020    29,894.08         141,207.67 

2019    20,499.71         124,370.37 
  

ATTENDANCE COMPARISON               # of Sundays   Avg/YR to Date 

2020    1417          10  142 
2019             574  3047                  21  145 
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