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Welcome and Announcements
GATHERING

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose steadfast love is
everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to
generation. Amen.

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence for reflection and self-examination
P: Reconciling God,

C:  we confess that do not trust your abundance, and we deny your
presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on
our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear
difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we
have peace with God through +F Christ Jesus, through whom we
have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live
now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God'’s love
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

P: God of heaven and earth,

C: before the foundation of the universe and the beginning of time
you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal Word of
salvation, life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by
your Spirit, that we may proclaim all that Christ has revealed
and rejoice in the glory he shares with us. Glory and praise to
you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Gathering Hymn “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” Number 817

1. You have come down to the lakeshore seeking neither the wise nor
the wealthy, but only asking for me to follow.

Refrain:

Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes; kindly smiling, you’ve
called out my name. On the sand | have abandoned my small boat;
now with you, | will seek other seas.

2. You know full well what | have, Lord: neither treasure nor weapons
for conquest, just these my fish nets and will for working. Refrain

3. You need my hands, my exhaustion, working love for the rest of the
weary — a love that’s willing to go on loving. Refrain

4. You who have fished other waters; you, the longing of souls that are
yearning: O loving Friend, you have come to call me. Refrain

WORD

Bible Reading Genesis 1:1—2:4a
!In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. *Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was light. “And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness. °God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day. °And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst
of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” ’So God
made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the
dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
°And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. °God called the dry
land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas.
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And God saw that it was good. 'Then God said, “Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. *The earth brought forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. *And
there was evening and there was morning, the third day. *And God said,
“Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years,
>and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. °God made the two great lights—the greater light
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. ’God
set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, *to rule over
the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness.
And God saw that it was good. °And there was evening and there was
morning, the fourth day. ?°And God said, “Let the waters bring forth
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the
dome of the sky.” ?!So God created the great sea monsters and every
living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm,
and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. **God
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 2*And there was evening and
there was morning, the fifth day. **And God said, “Let the earth bring
forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 2>God made the wild
animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and
everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it
was good. “°Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image,
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.” ?’So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them. *God blessed them, and
God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” ?°God said, “See, |
have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.
And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life,
| have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. *'God saw

everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 2*Thus the heavens and the
earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day
from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done
in creation. *These are the generations of the heavens and the earth
when they were created.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading Matthew 28:16-20
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” °After
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. **Jesus said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” ??When he had said
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ZIf
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of
any, they are retained.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ!
Message Pr. Susan Dollinger
Special Music  “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” Number 732

1. “lwas there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. |
rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. | was
there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well; in a
blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell.”

2. “When you heard the wonder of the Word | was there to cheer you
on; you were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now
belong. If you find someone to share your time and you join your
hearts as one, I'll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till
rising sun.”



3.  “Inthe middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young, I'll be
there to guide you through the night, complete what I've begun.
When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes, I'll
be there as | have always been with just one more surprise.”

4. “l was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. |
rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold.”

Apostles Creed Page 105
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived

by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for
our shared world.

A brief silence

We call on your spirit of life, present in air, wind, humidity, storms, and
oxygen in our atmosphere, breathing energy into all things. Heal with
your breath the whole creation, bring healing to our air, heal the world
from this disease. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We call on your spirit of righteousness. Wherever we as a people are
divided, unite us. Wherever we are prideful, humble us. Give each one of
us a heart for justice and empathy. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We call on your spirit of healing. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives,
chaplains, counselors, and hospice workers as they care for those in need.
We pray for all who long for comfort. Heal those we lift up now aloud or
in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We call on your spirit of wisdom, all authority belongs to you. Encourage
the leaders of this and every land to seek peace, equality, and unity.
Instill wisdom in advocates who work toward justice in often ignored
communities. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We call on your spirit of healing, you created us in your image. Help

us see your likeness in one another. Open our eyes to see and attend to
all who face oppression and suffering. Console, heal, and nourish all in
need especially those we speak aloud or in our hearts. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We call on your spirit of compassion, you comfort us in our grief with the
promise of the resurrection. We give you thanks for the saints of all time
and in our lives. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
Benediction

P: God Almighty send you light and truth to keep you all the days of
your life. The hand of God protect you. God's holy angels
accompany you. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit cause grace to be mighty upon you. Amen.



Sending Hymn  “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!”  Number 835

1

v,1-4
All creatures, worship God most high! Sound ev'ry voice in earth and
sky: Alleluia! Alleluia! Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; sing, sister
moon and stars of night: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and
grain: Alleluia! Alleluia! Dear sister water, useful, clear, make music for
your Lord to hear: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Sing, brother fire, so mirthful, strong, drive far the shadows, join the
throng: Alleluia! Alleluia! Dear mother earth, so rich in care, praise God
in colors bright and rare: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

All who for love of God forgive, all who in pain and sorrow grieve:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ bears your burdens and your fears; still make
your song amid the tears: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Dismissal

P:

Go in peace. Christ is with you always.

C: Thanks be to God.

Silent Meditation
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