
 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
February 2021 Worship Schedule 

         

Sunday live 10:00 am on Facebook 
Links posted to website and emailed 

824 NE 4th Avenue       Camas, Washington 
Associate Pr. Susan A. Dollinger 

360-834-4201 office 
Email:   info@zionluthcamas.org   
Website:   www.zionluthcamas.org 



Community Yoga 

For Zoom yoga, call Sinéad Hale at 

503-927-8428 

Confirmation Schedule 
Confirmation class takes place on 

February 7, 21, and 28 at 6:30 pm. 

Bible Study  

February 4 - Colossians 

February 11 - 1 John 

February 18 - no Study 

February 25 - March 18 -- study on 

the Psalms 

Bible Narration 

February 4, 11, 25 

Godly Play 

February 7 and 21 

Dear Zion, 

 Thank you so much for your  

positivity and support throughout 

my life and for the generous gift 

card. I hope everyone is doing well 

and that I will get to see all your 

friendly faces again soon!  

Sincerely, 

Nolan Purkerson 
 

 Thank you to all the musicians,  

readers, and editing crew for all 

your time and effort put in to all the 

recorded services. The recorded  

services are ways that people can 

see multiple familiar faces and hear 

more music. An extra special thank 

you to the musicians for the  

Christmas and Dec. 27
th

 services and  
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for your time and effort. The music 

had to be recorded over several 

months, in addition to practices. 

Your efforts are truly a gift to Zion.  
 

Thank you to all the youth who 

participated in the Youth  

Christmas program. It was so fun 

to see all of you and hear you. Your 

program brought great joy to  

everyone who saw it. We had  

children and youth from 3 to 19 

participate.  Zion loves and  

appreciates you! 
 

Thank you to Nora Cobb and to 

everyone who signed up to help  

with meals for the WHO and thank 

you to everyone who donated the 

grocery funds and other items. The 

meals went out every day, and 

there were two carloads of  

hygiene supplies that were  

donated to the WHO. It was  

beautiful and humbling to see how 

many people came together to 

help the shelter. Some of the items 

were coats and warm socks. I know 

they will be used and appreciated. 

Thank you. 

 

Dear Zion, 

 Blessings on your work in the 

town, state, and world. 

Gail Sieckman  
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 Prayer Chain 
Carol Wills, Cathy Chidester, 

Donna Hughes, Lynne Dallek, 

Beth Farrington, Carrie Golladay; 

for Ruth Hansen and her family 

on the loss of Alan; for Kathy  

Schaefer and family on the loss of 

Wendell Heim. 
 

A warm welcome to our newest 

member, Guy Evans, who joined 

our Zion family on January 17! 
 

On Ash  

Wednesday,  

February 17, a 

drive-in service will be held at 

12:00 noon. Communion will be 

celebrated. That evening, a  

Facebook live vespers service of 

confession, Communion and  

repentance will be held at 7:00 

pm. 

 What is Lent? Lent is a time to 

journey with Jesus to the cross 

both in heart, mind, and Spirit. It is 

a time to focus on Jesus and what 

he did for us through his death on 

the cross. 

 What else is Lent? Lent is a 

time to refocus ourselves on  

spiritual things. Our readings will 

tell of the death and resurrection 

several times in different ways. 

Lent ends with Easter being a joy 

filled celebration of our Lord’s  

resurrection. It is a time of being 

purposeful and prayerful,  

keeping the sacrifice of Jesus in 

front of you, and in your heart. 

 Why do people give things 

up or add things in during Lent? 

It is a personal decision if you 

decide to follow the traditional 

Lenten practice of giving  

something up.  

 Do you have to give  

something up? No. Jesus loves 

you just the way you are. Do you 

have to add something in? No. 

Jesus loves you just the way you 

are. 

FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary    

Zoom MeetingsZoom MeetingsZoom MeetingsZoom Meetings    
 

Staff Meeting       10:00 

Wed 17 

Confirmation   6:30- 7:30 

Sun 7, 21, 28 

Book Club          1:00 

Thurs 11 

Bible Study        10:00 

Thurs 4, 11, 25 

Council           4:00 

Tues 16 

What’s Brewing?       5:30 

Tues 23 

Men’s Study Group   7:30 

Thurs 4, 11, 18, 25 

Narration           3:30 

Thurs 4, 11, 25 

Community Yoga        8:30  

Tues 2, 9, 16, 23 and 

Thurs 4, 11, 18, 25 
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For your steadfast love is as high as the  

heavens; your faithfulness extends to the 

clouds. Psalm 57:10 

 Happy February! Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 The word love in the NRSV version of the Bible is written 731 

times. It is the ribbon that threads through the Bible from Genesis 

through Revelation. The English language fails us with the word love. 

As English speakers we use the word love to say I love you to our 

spouses and we also say things like “I love pizza.” Obviously, we love 

our spouses in a very different way than we love pizza. I looked up love 

in the Bible and overall, there are at least five different ways love is 

used in the Bible. One of them is “Phileo” which is a way to express  

love to a friend or a brotherly love. Wouldn’t it be nice to have a word 

specific for the love we have for our friends? 

 Another word that we don’t have much knowledge about is the 

word “Chesed” (Hes-ed). I know I have written about chesed before, 

but it bears repeating. In the Bible the word chesed is used in how God 

loves the people. It is a word that in English just never really comes 

across in the right way. Chesed has many meanings and its fullness 

gets lost. The English Bibles use the words steadfast love and the word 

loving-kindness depending on your translation. Maybe we tend to hear 

it as God’s love for us and for creation, but overall, the depth and the 

meaning of the word is lost in translation. The depth and power of  

chesed can change you, and can change your understanding of God. 

Chesed, or steadfast love can start with our understanding of our own 

love capacity. The best place to begin to have an understanding is for 

those who have held their newborn child in their hands, or for  

adoptive parents meeting their child for the first time. That moment is 

amazing. It is filled with wonder, dedication, bonding, and joy. That 

moment is also filled with a fierce need to protect, nurture and love 

the baby in a way that you cannot explain or put into words.  Start 

there with that moment of emotional overload and add in loyalty, 

kindness, mercy, forgiveness, faithfulness, and grace. Chesed is an  

unfailing kind of love.  

 Think of how many people we are given in our lives to love in this 

way. For some people with large families and large workplaces you 

might have the opportunity to pour love on many people, and for 

some your world is smaller and you can pour love out on a few people. 

When I think of my teenage years, this kind of love from my parents  

Cont. on page 5 
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Cont. from page 4 

was still poured onto me even if I 

didn’t know how to express it in 

the same way at the time, or I 

pulled back and shut off my  

parents. Now think of God’s 

world. God deals with a whole lot 

of people who act as teenagers 

and go down their own path. 

These people that God loves rarely 

pray or say thank you for the 

many gifts that have been  

received. Even so, God still pours 

love into the world. It is a  

continual outpouring of a love that 

we can barely grasp. God just 

hopes that we will receive this 

precious gift of chesed in a way 

that we can pour love out onto 

others. Our best understanding of 

God’s love to us is written in  

scripture. God’s love is in many 

places all over the Bible, but there 

is one verse that allows us to have 

a window of understanding. Let us 

think upon it and receive the gift 

of love: 

For God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have  

everlasting life. John 3:16. 

Happy Valentine’s Day. You are 

beloved children of God. 

Love and grace, 

 

 

 

Book Club meets 
Dear Friends,   

 Thank you to Sandra Meeker 

for leading discussion last month 

on Us Against You by Fredrik  

Backman.   

 Our next meeting is  

scheduled on Thursday, February 

11 at 1 PM via Zoom. The book 

selection is The Alice Network by 

Kate Quinn. Karen Gates will lead 

discussion. 

Upcoming dates and book 

choices:  

 

 
 

March 11: This Tender Land by  

William Kent Krueger.  Lois 

Schroeder will lead discussion. 

April 8:   The Island of Sea 

Women by Lisa See.  Pat  

Edwards will lead discussion. 

May 13:  The Murmur of Bees by 

Sofia Segovia.  Linda Hansen will 

lead discussion. 

June 10:  TBD 

Stay safe and well! 

Blessings, 

Karen Gates 
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Life with a wounded heart 
 February brings to mind for me lemon meringue pie and my mother, 

who would be 109 this month. That pie was her favorite and I learned as a 

teenager to make it for her birthday and Mother’s Day. In her later years, 

I would gladly bake it any time of year; anything to bring her joy and  

affirm the good that God can bring out of heartbreak.  

 You see, knowledge of my impending arrival was not only a complete 

surprise to her, being 43 at the time, but a stunning blow to her plans for 

a new start. She had endured twenty-four years of an increasingly bitter  

marriage to a short-tempered, violence-prone alcoholic. When her first 

two daughters married and left home, she began to seek freedom. She 

hoped to begin classes in nursing at Clark College – perhaps with help 

from my sisters -- and began at the library to learn all she could. She had 

never been taught to drive but a rural bus went into Vancouver. I was 

never told if she actually enrolled or not, but she did file for divorce. 

 Three months before the divorce was final she learned about me. I 

can only imagine what she felt. I do know she took the only path she felt 

was open to her and endured another ten years in silence, her only  

defense. 

 No instant change for the better came when enough was finally too 

much and she sought release from her marriage. Income plunged to  

poverty level, visitation rights became a new nightmare, and maintaining 

the little house she was awarded took skills, money and strength far  

beyond her. 

 She created her own joy – in library books, her piano, church and a 

few Garden Club friends. Eventually learning to drive, she mastered a 

clarinet and joined an orchestra for seniors in Vancouver, then the Clark 

College band and a few Elderhostel trips. Her quiet life touched only a 

few, but she surprised me once in a while by reaching out to strangers. 

 One instance in particular occurred after she had moved to Franklin 

Street in Vancouver. Used to rural delivery by a postal driver, she became 

friendly to the Vietnamese postman who came right up on the porch to 

her door. On learning his wish to become a US citizen when his English 

improved enough for the test, she found books at the library and began 

her own study of Vietnamese, as much to learn from him as to help. She 

proudly attended the swearing in of new citizens and was able to say a 

few phrases to his family. 

Her love of learning became a gift to him and to me an inspiration. I 

thank God for her life. Happy birthday, Mom. 

Patricia Hagensen  



Zion Lutheran Church Staff: 

Ministers        Entire Congregation 

Associate Pastor                Susan Dollinger 

Youth Minister         Pam Ensley 

Office Assistant                 Sandra Meeker 

Music Staff:                          Karen Rezabek, Gary Ritter 

Nursery Attendants        Emily McElhaney, Alexa Gaudio, Brooke Gaudio, 

        Christina McElhaney 

Sound Techs:                             Nolan Purkerson, Reid Frank, Max Malcom 

Custodian            Tye Cobb 

Council Officers:                         Pres. Leslee Froehlich, Vice Pres. Adam Sitler 

Sec.  Kelly Bruce 

Administrative Assistant            Patricia Hagensen 
 

The Zion Messenger is the monthly newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church, 

located at NE 4th & Garfield, Camas, Washington. Worship services are at 

9:00 am (traditional) and 11:15 am (contemporary).  Pr. Susan A. Dollinger  

can be reached at 360-834-4201 ext 202 or 503-548-7997 (cell). 

Administrative office hours are 8-12:00 Mondays and 8-5:00 Tuesday - 

Friday. Email can be sent to info@zionluthcamas.org. The website is 

zionluthcamas.org. For youth & family ministry, the email address is 

youthminister@zionluthcamas.org.  

“As a welcoming Body of Christ, we celebrate and share  

God’s saving grace for all.”   

FINANCIAL DIGEST 

DECEMBER 
BUDGETARY INCOME YEAR/DATE        310,744.91 

BUDGETARY EXPENSES                         228,698.66 

BUDGETARY OFFERING  MONTH   YEAR/DATE  

2020    66,093.78         310,744.91 

2019    65,151.29         323,800.03 
  

ATTENDANCE COMPARISON               # of Sundays   Avg/YR to Date 

2020    1417          10  142 
2019             636  7068                  52  136 
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