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Welcome and Announcements

GATHERING

Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

P: Alleluia! Christ is Risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him

to new life. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in
your image and planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert
you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us
water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent
the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you
watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you
shower us again with the water of life. We praise you for your
salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all
water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. To you be
given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

P: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in
your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Gathering Hymn  “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!” Number 835
V1,246

1 All creatures, worship God most high! Sound ev'ry voice in earth and
sky: Alleluia! Alleluia! Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; sing, sister
moon and stars of night: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and
grain: Alleluia! Alleluia! Dear sister water, useful, clear, make music for
your Lord to hear:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4 All who for love of God forgive, all who in pain and sorrow grieve:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ bears your burdens and your fears; still make
your song amid the tears: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6 O sisters, brothers, take your part, and worship God with humble
heart: Alleluia! Alleluia! All creatures, bless the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, Three in One: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

WORD

Bible Reading Romans 8:12-25
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh—*for if you live according to the flesh, you will die;
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will

live. ¥For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. **For
you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of

God, Yand if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ
if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory about to be revealed to us. °For the creation waits with
eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; ?°for the creation
was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope #'that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children
of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor
pains until now; Zand not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have
the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. *For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is
seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 2°But if we hope for
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
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L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Matthew 13:24-30,36-43
[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;?*but
while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among
the wheat, and then went away. 2°So when the plants came up and bore
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. ?And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 2He answered, ‘An
enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go
and gather them?’ 2°But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along with them. 3°Let both of them grow
together until the harvest; and at harvest time | will tell the reapers,
Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather
the wheat into my barn.”” 3¢Then he left the crowds and went into the
house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the
parable of the weeds of the field.” 3’He answered, “The one who sows the
good seed is the Son of Man; 3%the field is the world, and the good seed
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil
one, ¥and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end
of the age, and the reapers are angels. *°Just as the weeds are collected
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. *The Son of
Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all evildoers, “?and they will throw them into the furnace
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. #*Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone
with ears listen!”

Message Pr. Susan Dollinger

Hymn of the Day  “O Living Bread From Heaven" Number 542

1. Oliving bread from heaven, how well you feed your guest! The gifts
that you have given have filled my heart with rest. O wondrous food
of blessing, oh, cup that heals our woes! My heart, this gift
possessing, in thankful song o’er flows!

Nicene Creed

C:

My Savior, you have led me within your holiest place, and here
yourself have fed me with treasures of your grace; for you have
freely given what earth could never buy, the bread of life from

heaven, that now | shall not die.

You gave me all | wanted; this food can death destroy, and you have
freely granted the cup of endless joy. My Lord, | do not merit the
favor you have shown, and all my soul and spirit bow down before
your throne.

Oh, grant me then, well-strengthened with heav'nly food, while here
my course on earth is lengthened, to serve you, free from fear. And
bring me home to praise you where none can peace destroy, where |
will ever raise you glad songs in endless joy.
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord,

Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,

not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P:

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for
the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence



God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus
Christ into your field. Help your church throughout the world to
be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and gentleness, that
our witness may be faithful to your intentions.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor
pains, awaiting the gift of new birth. Renew the earth, sky, and
sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom from the
bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your
truth. Mend the fabric of the human family, now torn apart by our
fearful and warring ways. Guide us by your mercy, grace, and
steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to
the brokenhearted. Open our hearts to your children who are
lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who
suffer in any way especially those we remember aloud or in our
hearts. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment,
renewal, and new opportunities. We pray for the safety of all. We
pray for those who are lonely, and feeling bordem or despair.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your
endless kingdom. We remember with thanksgiving the saints of all
times and places and saints close to us. Gather us with them on
the day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P: In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love,
we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Please share a time of peace online with one another using the chat
comments or with someone next to you or spend this time in prayer.

"As the Grains of Wheat" Num 465

Refrain:
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill were gathered into one
to become our bread; so may all your people from all the ends of earth be
gathered into one in you.

1. As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, may we share the
presence of your love. Refrain

2. Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come when all creation shares this
feast with you. Refrain

Meal

Offering Prayer

P: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your
faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and
bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through
these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
our song. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

p
C

>

C:  We lift them to the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your
goodness and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may
share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of
abundant life. Amen.

SENDING
Benediction

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus. God, the creator, *F Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy
Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.

Sending Hymn “Blessed Assurance” Number 638

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory
divine! Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed
in his blood.

Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long,
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.

2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on
my sight, angels descending bring from above, echoes of mercy,
whispers of love. Refrain

3. Perfect submission, all is at rest, | in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in
his love. Refrain

Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you always.

C: Thanks be to God.
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