
 

Zion Messenger 
Zion Lutheran Church 

July 2021 Worship Schedule 
         

Sunday live 10:00 am on Facebook 
Sign up for in-person worship on Sundays at 10:00 am  

Links posted to website and emailed 
824 NE 4th Avenue       Camas, Washington 

Associate Pr. Susan A. Dollinger 
360-834-4201 office 

Email:   info@zionluthcamas.org   
Website:   www.zionluthcamas.org 



 

Happy Campers Celebrating God’s Earth 
 Vacation Bible School for our Zion  
family and friends is scheduled for  
July 12-15, 9-12:00 mornings. Call, text, or 
email Pam Ensley as soon as possible to  
register – we are limited (503-781-7978 or 
pensley@outlook.com). We will be  

teaching kids about the adventure 
of living on God’s earth – tents, 
hikes, trees, bugs, campfire songs, 
skits and making new friends!  

 Children will learn about Moses, who had a great outdoor  
adventure. We will learn about the creatures  
who share our world, meet  a special bear, have 
worship together, listen to stories and play 
games. Contact Pam to be part of the group 
ages K-6th grade. 

Use us and what we have gathered … 

 As people dedicated—heart, soul and possessions—to God’s  
purposes, we put all we have and all we are in the service of God, 
trusting that the Spirit will give us direction and guidance. 
 The ELCA’s slogan says it simply: “God’s work. Our hands.” But  
author and mystic Teresa of Ávila explained it beautifully in the 16th 
century: 
“Christ has no body on earth but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but 
yours. Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassionately on this 
world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are 
the hands with which he blesses all the world. … Christ has no body 
now on earth but yours.” 

from The Living Lutheran June 11, 2021 by Robert C. Blezard  
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 Prayer Chain 
Kirsti Kumar, Ruth Hansen,  

Darrell Gilmer; for Janet Brooks-

Schmunk and family on the loss of 
Don Schmunk June 20. 
 

 

What’s Brewing? 
has resumed in-person 
gatherings and their 
next meeting will be 
5:30 pm July 27. Please 
check the weekly Zion 
email letter for the location. 
  

 Worship in-person at Zion! 
 If you’re ready to attend  
worship again at the church, 
please check the Zion weekly 
email for the latest information, or 
call the church office. State  
guidelines are being announced 
on June 30 which makes a plan for 
July difficult to include in this  
issue. If you aren’t receiving the 
email please call the church office.  
 

 Lighter Side 
Great Truths About Life 

Raising teenagers is like 
nailing Jello to a tree. 
Never hold a dust-
buster and a cat at the same time. 
Some people have trouble  
choosing baby names, and the rest 
have rich relatives. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July Zoom MeetingsJuly Zoom MeetingsJuly Zoom MeetingsJuly Zoom Meetings    
 

Council           4:00 
Tues 20 
Men’s Study Group    7:30 
Thurs 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Narration           3:30 
Thurs 3, 10, 17, 24 
Community Yoga         8:30  
Tues 6, 13, 20, 27  and 
Thurs 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
For Zoom yoga, call Sinéad Hale 
at 503-927-8428 

Remember Zion’s  

Endowment Fund 
 There are many options 
through lifetime giving  
arrangements that may benefit 
you, your  family, and Zion.  
Lifetime giving complements your 
estate planning and often  
improves your current financial 
and tax situation. Consider a 
planned gift of kindness to Zion! 
For more information call a  
member of the Endowment Team:  
Leslee Froehlich      512-925-0391 
Bill Danielson 360-521-6745 
Linda Hansen         605-254-5016 
Phil Brech                360-834-5182 
Ron McKnight     360-834-4984 
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Update on the Pastor Call Process 
 In June, the Council appointed a small team to coordinate the 
completion of our Ministry Profile – a key document for the Call  
Process outlining who Zion is as a congregation.  The team consists of 
Jim Bibler, Deanna Eichler and Kealey Sitler.  They will be working  
together to gather the demographic information of our congregation, 
and even more importantly, the character of our congregation and our 
ministry together.  This large document will then be reviewed by  
Council, and submitted to the ELCA to identify senior pastor  
candidates that may be appropriate for our ministry at Zion. 
 In order to complete the Ministry Profile, congregational small 
group meetings will be held during July.  These two-hour meetings will 
help us focus on who God is calling us to be at this time.  As a member 
of the ELCA, we use the phrase “God’s Work. Our Hands”.  We know 
the work we have done together over the past few years, but are there 
other ways that God is calling us to serve in our community?  This will 
be an important topic of discussion in these meetings, and these  
conversations will help us complete our Ministry Profile. 
 We will also use our time together to discuss ways we might  
enhance our worship and music experience, as identified in the  
congregational survey.    We had originally planned to have small 
group discussions in June on worship and music, and a larger all-
congregation meeting in July to discuss our future ministry.  However, 
due to new COVID variants circulating, and differing safety measures 
based on individual vaccination status, the Council felt it was not yet 
time for a large in-person congregational meeting in the social hall.  
With that in mind, we are combining both topics into these small 
group two-hour meetings. 
 Please look for an email in July with links to the dates and times for 
the small group meetings.  We will use Signup Genius for these  
meetings, the same system we have been using for sanctuary worship 
reservations.  We will have meetings both during the day and the  
evening, so that everyone will have a chance to participate.  We look 
forward to hearing your thoughts during one of these meetings. 
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Fifty Words for Rain  
by Asha Lemmie 

 The Invisible Girls 
 by Sarah Thebarge 

Stay safe and have a fun-filled  
summer seeing family and friends  
again.  

Blessings, 

Karen and Sandra 
 
 
 
 
 

Retirement Celebration 

for 
Pr. Kim Frenz 

August 15, 9:30 am 
Our Savior’s Lutheran 

Church  
Lake Oswego, OR 

15751 Quarry Rd, 97035 
503-635-4563 

Book Club news 
 Thanks to all who  
participated in the discussion of 
The All-Girl Filling Station’s Last 

Reunion by Fannie Flagg and all 
who have attended our book 
group discussions 
via Zoom!  
Hopefully we will be 
meeting in person 
for the September  
meeting.  Our  
summer book 
choice is Deep River 
by Karl Marlantes. Judy Swanson 
will lead discussion  We will plan 
to resume meeting the second 
Thursday of the month  
(Sept. 9) at 1 PM. Stay tuned for 
further details later in the  
summer. 
 Many thanks for everyone's 
participation in book group, 
whether choosing a book, lead-
ing discussion or attending the  
meetings. We read a wonderful 
variety of books this past year.  
 Here are some book  
suggestions from Thursday’s  
meeting: 

The Girl and the Bombardier: A  

True Story of Resistance and  

Rescue in Nazi-Occupied  

France by Susan Tate Ankeny 

The Mystery of Mrs. Christie 
 by Marie Benedict 
 

On the road again 
 Pat Hagensen will be on  
vacation July 16-23. The office 
will be closed July 16, 19, and 23 
and hours July 20 -22 will be  
9-1:00.  
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Seeing beyond the visible 
 “I don’t play with kids like you. Your clothes are old and dirty, your 
house is a shack and your dog is a mutt.” 
 The shame of these words lurking in my memory zooms me back to 
my seven year old self playing outside with my little sister and our  
shepherd-collie crossbreed. True, our small house was in humble  
condition kept as well as our mother could manage on a limited income.  
Especially painful was the reference to our worn and patched clothes, 
soiled after a romp in the yard. 
 The oracle of those hurtful words was an older child whose parents 
were visiting the chinchilla breeder next door. Choosing pelts for custom 
furs brought occasional strangers to our dead end country road, but we 
had never encountered such a rejection of our friendly overtures based 
on a surface substance like dirt. 
 A child of the country, I knew dirt to be a mother to germinate seeds, 
a home for insects and a hiding place for special rocks. Dirt made precious 
a summertime nightly ritual of foot washing at bedtime, the residue of a 
dusty day disappearing down the drain. I loved the feel of my small clean 
feet silky against the sheets. 
 Actual dirt wasn’t the real point. What the girl couldn’t articulate was 
her insular reaction to people not like herself. Our surface differences 
brought out a sense of superiority, just like the Sneetches with “stars on 
thars” in Dr. Seuss’ book The Sneetches. 

 Appearances are a critical factor when we meet someone new. When 
my oldest daughter’s fiancé met me for the first time, I had a green face 
and wore drifting black (my younger daughter was hosting a Halloween 
party). Hopefully he has not based his thoughts about his mother-in-law 
on that over the past twenty years. 
 Eyesight is a blessing but in an unfamiliar situation I’m often  
hampered by relying on it, because I judge too quickly. If I felt drops on 
my face, smelled cool air and heard the patter on the roof I would know 
just as surely that rain was falling. At a potluck, the fancy chocolate cake 
chosen over a plain unfrosted brownie becomes regret when I taste 
shortening instead of butter. Aunt Beast in A Wrinkle in Time by  
Madeleine L’Engle has fur all over, no eyes, and waving tentacles, but her 
other highly developed senses and intellect replaces any need for vision. 
 If I could “see” strangers that way, maybe my snap judgments would 
disappear in favor of more sensitive considerations – like “Here’s another 
child of God!” 
 Hopefully I won’t need tentacles. 
Patricia Hagensen 



Zion Lutheran Church Staff: 
Ministers        Entire Congregation 
Associate Pastor                Susan Dollinger 
Youth Minister         Pam Ensley 
Office Assistant                 Sandra Meeker 
Music Staff:                          Karen Rezabek, Gary Ritter 
Nursery Attendants        Emily McElhaney, Alexa Gaudio, Brooke Gaudio, 
        Christina McElhaney 
Sound Techs:                Reid Frank, Max Malcom 
Custodian            Tye Cobb 
Council Officers:                         Pres. Leslee Froehlich, Vice Pres. Adam Sitler 

Sec.  Kelly Bruce 
Administrative Assistant            Patricia Hagensen 
 

The Zion Messenger is the monthly newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church, 
located at NE 4th & Garfield, Camas, Washington. Worship services are at 
9:00 am (traditional) and 11:15 am (contemporary).  Pr. Susan A. Dollinger  
can be reached at 360-834-4201 ext 202 or 503-548-7997 (cell). 
Administrative office hours are 8-12:00 Mondays and 8-5:00 Tuesday - 
Friday. Email can be sent to info@zionluthcamas.org. The website is 
zionluthcamas.org. For youth & family ministry, the email address is 
youthminister@zionluthcamas.org.  

“As a welcoming Body of Christ, we celebrate and share  

God’s saving grace for all.”   

FINANCIAL DIGEST 

MAY 
BUDGETARY INCOME YEAR/DATE        107,758.17 

BUDGETARY EXPENSES                           94,007.32 

BUDGETARY OFFERING  MONTH   YEAR/DATE  

2021    19,795.70         107,758.17 

2020    29,894.08         141,207.67 
  

ATTENDANCE COMPARISON               # of Sundays   Avg/YR to Date 

2021   108         178               9    20 
2020     1417     10  142 
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