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“As a welcoming Body of Christ, we celebrate and share God’s saving
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INTRODUCTION

“O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” Today
we celebrate the holy Trinity. Paul writes that through Jesus we have
peace with God, whose love pours into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit, giving us lasting hope. We celebrate the gracious One-in-Three,
eternal Three-in-One, as we worship in community; as we share water
and word, bread and wine; and as we bring God’s love and hope to
our neighbors.
Prelude

“Holy, Holy”

Jimmy Owens, arr. Karen Rezabek

Welcome and Announcements
GATHERING
Stand – if standing is difficult please feel free to remain seated
Confession and Forgiveness

We welcome all who worship with us. Because we enjoy knowing
who is with us on Sunday mornings we ask that you sign your name,
address, etc. on the Friendship Pads as they are being distributed.
Please note the names of those sitting around you and following the
service introduce yourselves.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose steadfast love
endures forever. Amen.

Holy Communion: All are invited to share in Holy Communion. Wine is
served, but grape juice is available. To receive grape juice simply lift
your index finger when the communion assistant stands before you.
Gluten-free wafers are available – please ask. Children are invited
forward with their families to receive either communion or a blessing.
After receiving the bread and wine you may return to your seat using
the side aisles. If you commune, please check the appropriate box in
the Friendship Pad that your communion may be recorded.

P: Merciful God,

Children are invited and strongly encouraged to attend worship.
Children’s packets are available and can be picked up from the ushers.
Please return children’s packets following the service.

P: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our
sins but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name
of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as
God loves. Amen.

Refreshments are served in the Social Hall following the service.
Check the Zion Weekly (blue insert) for the calendar and upcoming
activities. You are invited to participate in these ministries or any
other program we offer during the week.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection

C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen
our own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we
long to take the best seats at the table. When met by those in
need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us
again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to
love our neighbors. Amen.

Opening Song

“Our God Saves”

Paul Baloche, Brenton Brown

In the Name of the Father,
In the Name of the Son,
In the Name of the Spirit,
Lord, we come;
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We’re gathered together
to lift up Your Name,
To call on our Savior,
to fall on Your grace.
Hear the joyful sound of our offering
As Your saints bow down, as Your people sing;
We will rise with You, lifted on Your wings, and the world will
see that: Our God saves, - our God saves,
There is hope – In Your Name
In the Name of the Father, In the Name of the Son,
In the Name of the Spirit, Lord, we come;
We’re gathered together to lift up Your Name,
To call on our Savior, to fall on Your grace
Hear the joyful sound of our offering
As Your saints bow down, as Your people sing;
We will rise with You, lifted on Your wings, and the world will
see that: Our God saves, - our God saves,
There is hope – in Your Name
Mourning turns - to songs of praise; Our God saves; our God
saves.
Instrumental music
Hear the joyful sound of our offering
As Your saints bow down, as Your people sing;
We will rise with You, lifted on Your wings, and the world will
see that: Our God saves, - our God saves,
There is hope – in Your Name
Mourning turns - to songs of praise; Our God saves. -- Our
God saves; Our God saves; - Our God saves; - Our God saves; Our God saves

P:

Let us pray. Almighty Creator and ever-living God:

C:

we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise
your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this
faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your
presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
Bible Reading
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice?
2
On the heights, beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her
stand; 3beside the gates in front of the town, at the entrance of the
portals she cries out: 4“To you, O people, I call, and my cry is to all that
live. 22The Lord created me at the beginning of his work, the first of his
acts of long ago. 23Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the
beginning of the earth. 24When there were no depths I was brought
forth, when there were no springs abounding with water. 25Before the
mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth—
26
when he had not yet made earth and fields, or the world’s first bits
of soil. 27When he established the heavens, I was there, when he drew
a circle on the face of the deep, when he made firm the skies above,
when he established the fountains of the deep, 29when he assigned to
the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 30then I was beside
him, like a master worker; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before
him always, 31rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the
human race.”
L:

Word of God, word of life.

C:

Thanks be to God.

Responsive Reading

Psalm 8

Greeting

L:

O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!—

P:

C:

you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the
mouths of infants and children; you have set up a fortress
against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger.

L:

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the
moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with
you.

C:

what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
human beings that you should care for them?

L:

Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and
honor you crown them.

C:

You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you
have put all things under their feet:

L:

all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field,

C:

the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes
along the paths of the sea.

L:

O Lord our Lord,

C:

how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Bible Reading
Romans 8:14-17
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you
did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
17
and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—
if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with
him.
L:

Word of God, word of life.

C:

Thanks be to God.

Stand
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.

C:

Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading
John 16:12-15
Jesus said, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear
them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all
the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he
hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
15
All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take
what is mine and declare it to you.”

P:

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

Sit
Children’s Message
Message

Pr. Chris Hogstad

Stand

“This I Believe” (the Creed)
Our Father everlasting
The all creating One, God Almighty
Through Your Holy Spirit
Conceiving Christ the Son
Jesus our Savior
I believe in God our Father
I believe in Christ the Son
I believe in the Holy Spirit
Our God is three in one
I believe in the resurrection
That we will rise again
For I believe in the Name of Jesus.
Our Judge and our Defender
Suffered and crucified
Forgiveness is in You
Descended into darkness
You rose in glorious life
Forever seated high.
I believe in God our Father
I believe in Christ the Son
I believe in the Holy Spirit
Our God is three in one
I believe in the resurrection
That we will rise again
For I believe in the Name of Jesus.
I believe in You
I believe You rose again
I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord
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Ben Fielding, Matt Crocker

I believe in You
I believe You rose again
I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord.
I believe in God our Father
I believe in Christ the Son
I believe in the Holy Spirit
Our God is three in one
I believe in the resurrection
That we will rise again
For I believe in the Name of Jesus
For I believe in the Name of Jesus
For I believe in the Name of Jesus.
I believe in life eternal
I believe in the virgin birth
I believe in the saints' communion
And in Your holy Church.
I believe in the resurrection
When Jesus comes again
For I believe in the Name of Jesus.
I believe in God our Father
I believe in Christ the Son
I believe in the Holy Spirit
Our God is three in one.
I believe in the resurrection
That we will rise again
For I believe in the Name of Jesus
For I believe in the Name of Jesus
For I believe in the Name of Jesus.
The Prayers
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the
creation, and all in need.

Creator of all, you rejoice in creation and have given humankind
responsibility for the works of your hands. Instill in everyone your
Spirit of care for the earth, especially in areas threatened by
ecological devastation. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Loving Redeemer, you delight in the human race. Move the hearts of
world leaders to seek wisdom, speak truth, and care for all
endangered by poverty, prejudice, or violence. Further the work of
international collaboration and peacemaking. God of grace, hear our
prayer.
Abiding Comforter, you call out to all who live. Restore severed
relationships and protect children who lack trustworthy caregivers.
Grant hope to those who are experiencing fear, pain, or grief,
especially those we remember aloud or in our hearts. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Holy Three, you are community and you create community. Build up
ministries that support those who are isolated or lonely. Give
endurance as we nurture vital relationships in our congregation and
beyond. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Holy God, we remember your saints for their strong faith and witness,
even unto death. Console grieving families. Stir up in us the resolve to
end the sin of white supremacy and pursue the courageous path of
justice. God of grace, hear our prayer.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy
Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into
your holy keeping. Amen.
Peace
P:

The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always. And also with
you.

Offering of Tithes and Gifts
Special Music

“Breathe”

A brief silence
One God, giver of life, you established peace through your Son and
gave your church the hope of sharing in your glory. Enliven us by your
Spirit to speak and act in love for the sake of the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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Marie Barnett

Prayer of Preparation

“Holy, Holy”

P:

God of abundance:

C:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on
your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and
equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty;
And we lift our hearts before you as a token of our love, holy, holy,
holy, holy.

MEAL

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion

2.

3.

4.

Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, come and fill our hearts anew, Holy Spirit
And we lift our voice before you as a token of our love, Holy Spirit,
Holy Spirit.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah
And we lift our hearts before you as a token of our love,
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah.
Blessing

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

1.

Gracious Father, gracious Father, we’re so blessed to be your children,
gracious Father; And we lift our heads before you as a token of our
love, gracious Father, gracious Father.
Precious Jesus, precious Jesus, we’re so glad that you’ve redeemed
us, precious Jesus; And we lift our hands before you as a token of our
love, precious Jesus, precious Jesus.

Eucharistic Prayer

“Holy, Holy, Holy"

Jimmy Owens

Number 413

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! Early in the morning our
song shall rise to thee. Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God
in three persons, blessed Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, casting down their
golden crowns around the glassy sea. Cherubim and seraphim
falling down before thee, which wert and art and evermore shall
be.
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, though the eye
of sinfulness thy glory may not see. Only thou art holy; there is
none beside thee, perfect in pow’r, in love and purity.
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! All thy works shall praise
thy name in earth and sky and sea. Holy, holy, holy, merciful and
mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

P:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in God’s grace, now and always. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love. This
we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Benediction
The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort
you, and show you the path of life this day and always. Amen.
Sending Song

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Number 884

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures
here below; Praise him above ye heav'nly host; Praise Father, Son and
Holy Ghost.
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Dismissal
P:

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“Doxology”

Thomas Ken, Tommy Walker

Coffee Hour – Ken & Mary Ann Eichler
SERVICE
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Ursula Richards
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“Not what I expected”
Cory Driver, Living Lutheran
I’m writing this in Egypt on the first night of the first month of
Ramadan. This isn’t where I saw our family living at this time last year.
A chance visit to elca.org completely changed our plans and the
trajectory of our lives. I was happy with my two synod jobs, but I still
kept my eyes open for a full-time seminary job. But God had different
plans and sent us to a city of 24-plus million in the desert, where I
hear the call to prayer (and fast breaking!) while I write Bible studies.
Do you ever pause, look around and think, “Wow, I didn’t expect to
end up here”? I do frequently. I wonder if Paul and Timothy felt
something like that.
Paul and Timothy had great plans! Paul was gaining so much traction
among the Gentiles that a church council was called to make sure
instruction for the thousands of new Christians was consistent from
place to place. He had planned to just keep following the eastern
shore of the Mediterranean, preaching the message of Jesus. But then
some strange things happened.
In Acts 16:6, we read that the Spirit prevented the missionaries from
entering Asia (think western Turkey). How odd! I can’t imagine the
Spirit saying, “Paul, Timothy, do not bring the good news of Jesus’
triumph over sin and death and reconciliation by his blood to this
place.” Yet, that is what our missionaries understood. They then set

out for the north of Asia Minor, by the Black Sea coast. But this time
Jesus’ Spirit said “no” (Acts 16:7). Instead of returning home, Paul and
Timothy pressed on, going between the two areas that had been
forbidden them. On his second major missionary journey, Paul can’t
have expected that he would hear more about where he shouldn’t go
than where he should.
Finally, in a dream, a man from Macedonia (northern Greece) called
out for Paul and Timothy to come and help his people. After being
steered away from everywhere he was expecting to go, Paul and
Timothy took a boat to another continent. On arrival, they went to a
major Roman colony, Philippi. Judging by the number of Latin
inscriptions, this wealthy town was profoundly Roman rather than
Greek. Although built literally on a Greek foundation, the city was
mostly settled by veteran Roman legionaries who had fought in
battles nearby. The economy and ethos of Philippi were based on this
connection to the Roman military. It can be compared today to
Fayetteville, N.C., which is next to Fort Bragg, one of the largest
military installations in the world. With such a concentration of
Romans, Philippi was the least likely town in the area to find a Greek
man of Macedonia. Had Paul had his expectations upset again?
After staying in Philippi several days, Paul and Timothy went out of
the city to a river, where they thought there might be a place of
Sabbath prayer. There they met Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from
Thyatira. She was the first person in Europe to follow Jesus. This could
not have been what Paul was expecting. He went to a Roman military
city to look for a man from northern Greece, but a woman was the
first person to receive their message. She dealt in luxury goods, rather
than being a warrior. And she was from a town in Asia Minor, where
Paul had been forbidden to speak. The irony is thick!
God opened Lydia’s heart. She and her whole household were
baptized. Lydia prevailed upon Paul that if he found her faithful, he
should come and stay in her home. Paul could never have expected
that God would bar him from witnessing in some areas only to send
him to another. When he arrived, instead of meeting a man of
Macedonia, he met a woman from Asia living in a Roman town.
There’s an old Yiddish adage that says: “Mann Tracht, Un Gott Lacht”
(Humans plan, and God laughs). We don’t know what will happen
tomorrow, much less years from now. May we be faithful for the
journey, wherever it leads.
livinglutheran.org/2022/05/lectionary-blog-not-what-i-expected/
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