
 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
March 2020 Worship Schedule 

         

Traditional 9:00 

Contemporary 11:15 

Lent Services each Wednesday 7:00 pm 

Soup Supper at 6:00 
824 NE 4th Avenue       Camas, Washington 

Associate Pr. Susan A. Dollinger 
360-834-4201 office 

Email:   info@zionluthcamas.org   
Website:   www.zionluthcamas.org 



 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Mar.   1 Jorja Ladage, Ruth Ladage 

Mar.   8 Stone-Milligan, D McDonald 

Mar.  15 Ludwig 

Mar.  22 Breitenbucher, Vahsholtz, 

 West 

Mar.  29 Brunch Potluck 

 

FLOWERS 

Mar.   1 

Mar.   8 Vincent 

Mar.  15 Kumar 

Mar.  22 

Mar.  29 Rasmussen 

 

LECTORS 

 9:00 

Mar.   1 Barbara West 

Mar.   8 Karen Bartholoma 

Mar.  15 Paul Dailey 

Mar.  22 Deanna Eichler 

 10:00 

Mar.  29 Mary Lynn Bartlett 

 11:15 

Mar.   1 Karen Rezabek 

Mar.   8 Joe Keller 

Mar.  15 Alan Hansen  

Mar.  22 Judy Straub 

 
   

ALTAR GUILD 

Karen Blair, Nadia Hagen, Vicki Stone-

Milligan 

 

GREETERS 

 9:00 

Mar.   1 Ursula Richards 

Mar.   8 Barb Vahsholtz 

Mar.  15 Barbara Breitenbucher 

Mar.  22 Bernice Englund 

 10:00 

Mar.  29 LaDene Mattson 
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SERVICE 
 11:15 

Mar.   1   Judy Bahl  

Mar.   8 Sandra Meeker 

Mar.  15 Barbara Breitenbucher 

Mar.  22 Janet Brooks-Schmunk 

 

 

 

 

 

The Noisy Offering  March 1
st

 will 

go to the Friends of the  

Carpenter, a day facility in  

Vancouver that provides a safe, 

friendly place for people of all 

circumstances.  Your noisy coins 

(and silent bills) make a  

difference in life for others!  

    

SOUP SUPPER SOUP SUPPER SOUP SUPPER SOUP SUPPER     

SCHEDULESCHEDULESCHEDULESCHEDULE    
Mar.      4 Youth 

Mar.    11 Men 

Mar.    18 Choir/Praise   

Mar.    25 Circles 

Apr.       1 Everyone  

 Wednesdays, 6:00 pm 

Lent Services 

7:00 pm 
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This month:  
 

From the Associate Pastor  page 4 

Council /Calendar - insert 

Worship Schedule 

Traditional 9:00 

Contemporary 11:15 

Lent Services  Wednesdays 

7:00 pm 

Soup Supper at 6:00! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer Chain 
Dick Bishman, Bev Chidester, 

Darcia, Terry Chidester & family, 

Lisa Bleak 

 

Knit & CrochetKnit & CrochetKnit & CrochetKnit & Crochet    
Knit and crochet will 

meet on  

March 25 at 1:30 pm. 

We invite all who wish 

to learn to knit or  

crochet. We knit and 

crochet hats (which go to the 

Children’s Home Society in 

Washougal). We also will be  

knitting and crocheting prayer 

shawls that are given to anyone 

in need of one. Any questions, 

call Karen Blair 360-835-3704. 

What’s  

Brewing? 
Tuesday 

March 24  

7:00 pm  

 

Doomsday Brewing  

421 C Street Ste. 3 

Washougal  

360-335-9909  

  

 Thank you to 

Marie Reister for stitching the 

torn seam in the kneeler at the  

altar rail. Your meticulous work 

and care of our worship space is 

much appreciated! 

Attention seniors! 
 The March S.A.L.T. (Seniors 

and Law Enforcement Together) 

meeting will be on Monday the 

23
rd

 at 11:00 am at the Camas 

Police Department. The topic is 

Stay Active, Healthy and Strong. 

Call 360-397-2211 ext. 3380 for 

more information. Please call 

Nancy Vargo (833-4597) if you 

need transportation. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Enjoy a Potluck Brunch 
on Sunday, March 29 following 

the 10:00 worship service.  

Delicious breakfast casseroles, 

fruit plates, sweet rolls and  

fellowship will be shared with 

the Zion family! A sign-up sheet 

is on the Events Table in  

Danielson Hall.    

 

 

 

 

 



Therefore turn thou to thy God: keep 

mercy and judgment and wait on thy 

God continually.                 Hosea 12:6 KJV 

 

Once a friend of mine came into town 

for a conference from the midwest. Well, she came into Seattle  

thinking Portland was the next city over, but that is another story. I 

drove up to Seattle to meet her (and never told her that Portland  

actually was in a different state). I took her around the Seattle area, 

disappointed that it was a rainy afternoon and that the mountain  

wasn’t out. I knew she had never seen a mountain before. I thought 

she would be disappointed too, but for her, she was amazed at the 

height of the evergreen trees. The tallest evergreen tree she had ever 

seen was a Christmas tree. It was such an odd feeling to think that I 

could just show her a tree, and she felt that she had seen the wonders 

of Washington. I threw in Snoqualmie Falls and a ferry ride on Puget 

Sound as a bonus. I enjoyed the oohs and ahs as she took in the 

beauty, even on a cloudy day. Her enthusiasm helped me take a  

second look at the rich environment of the Northwest.  

 This winter was long, grey and soggy, but in a second look, 

right on time, mid-February, the first flowers bloomed. Yet on second 

glance, even though our flowers are blooming, we have entered the 

season of Lent, a time of deep reflection. It’s a time to think about  

Jesus as he journeys to the cross. It is a time to pay attention to who 

we are as a child of God. Lent is that time where we reflect and renew 

and look again.  

 I hope you take the time to slow down to take a second glance 

at things around you. Take a second look at the environment (is there 

something that you can do to make it flourish?), a second look at good 

and bad habits (what needs to go, what needs to stay), family and 

friends (who can you visit or call?), maybe even a second look at  

reading scripture and prayer. Lent is a great time to reset; it’s a great 

time to slow down and refocus our hearts and minds and put them on 

Jesus.  
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Circle Meetings 
This winter, the Bible Study from Gather will explore stories from both 

the Old and New Testament.  As we reflect on how our biblical  

forebears heard and responded to God’s call, we will gain insight into 

how God is calling us—and how God may be calling others through us. 

The third  session, Called to Serve, emphasizes that Jesus is clear that 

one of the central ways we respond to God’s call is by serving others.    

When we serve others, we are recognizing Christ present in their 

need.  When we serve others, they see Christ visible in our loving  

service.  This session engages scriptural texts that help us focus on the 

questions, “Who is my neighbor, and what does my neighbor need?” 

Please call the Circle leaders for more details and a warm welcome:  
 

Dorcas --  Judy Bahl - 360-433-2661 

Esther --   Bernice Englund - 360-834-2578 

Martha -- Marilyn Anderson - 360-844-6155 

Dorcas -  Tuesday, Mar. 10
th

, 10:00 am in the church library 

Esther -   Wednesday, Mar 11
th

, 10:00 am 

Hostess - Barbara Breitenbucher, 5418 NW Jackson St, Camas,  

 360-833-2165 

Martha -  Thursday, Mar. 12
th

, 7:00 pm   

Hostess -  Marilyn Anderson, 1538 NE 3rd Place, Camas, 360-844-6155 

6” x 10” squares.  

 You may 

have noticed in 

the Social Hall the 

small quilts on the bulletin board 

or the large one on the west wall 

-- they are available for a dona-

tion. For more information please 

talk to Barbara Vahsholtz. 

Advent Brunch survey 
 Many thanks for the 33  

responses to the survey  

concerning the Advent Brunch. 

The planning team now has 

material to work with! 

The Quilters thank 

you! 
 We have a beautiful hand 

quilting  

project and 

would like to 

have another 

one on our 

waiting list. 

Keep looking! 

We are also  

accepting fabric for quilt tops. 

We prefer cotton and flannel in 

pieces large enough to cut into 
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 Blessings Zion community, 

Each month I will share an  

update about the transition 

process to help you know where 

we are in the process. The first 

thing that is important to do is to 

define the words “interim  

period” and “call process.” The 

interim process is part one. Zion 

right now is in the interim time 

period. The interim is a time to 

reflect backward and project 

forward. This is a time to make 

sure things are in order, such as 

the constitution and job  

descriptions. It is a time to  

conduct  

surveys and 

have  

conversations 

that will lead 

to a visioning 

process to what Zion will look 

like in the next era.  Both Zion 

and the cities of Camas and 

Washougal have changed a lot in 

the last twenty years. Camas and 

Washougal are quickly growing, 

and the question has to be, how 

does Zion grow with Camas and 

Washougal to be an integral part 

of the community? This is a 

time of deep reflection, and 

most certainly, prayer. This is 

a time to ground yourself in 

Christ and listen. Listen and 

pray before making any big 

moves. There will be a time 

for community conversations 

and participating in those will 

be necessary. This process 

could take six to nine months. 

Three churches in the  

Ft. Vancouver Conference 

have spent a year and a half 

before calling a pastor. So 

please, relax and pray.  

Prepare to explore the future 

with Zion and allow this to be 

an exciting time of creating a 

vision. 

 Right now, in March, 

while it seems quiet, there is 

a lot of work happening in the 

background. The Council is 

carefully  

working to  

examine  

documents, 

many of which 

are outdated 

and need to be brought up to 

Understanding:  

interim period vs. call process 
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
7 

And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 4:6-7 



date, and some that do not  

reflect where Zion is today. The 

very next step that the synod has 

suggested is to conduct a special 

survey used with churches in 

similar situations as Zion. The  

Council is in the process of  

looking at this survey. Stay 

tuned. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 The call process is part two. 

This is a separate process, and it 

is AFTER the interim process has  

happened, AFTER the  

assessment time, the  

conversations, the visioning, and 

the exploring -- AFTER that, the 

call process will begin. At that 

time, a Call Committee of six will 

be VOTED in to represent all the 

needs of Zion, not just one 

agenda. The Call Committee will 

be the ones looking at the pastor 

profiles and will be the ones that  

choose who to interview. This 

committee will need to keep the 

strictest confidence in dealing 

with this process. They will work 

closely with the synod to find the 

right person for Zion. We are not 

at this part of the process. The 

vote for the Call Committee will 

be a public event, and there will 
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be plenty of notice if you are  

interested in 

participating 

in that part 

of the  

process. 

Right now, 

we need to 

be prayerful, thoughtful and turn 

our sights into the future of a 

new era of Zion and participate 

fully in the interim visioning 

time. 

 I know there are a lot of 

feelings of wanting to hurry up 

the process, but that is not in the 

best interest of Zion. However, I 

am happy to share with you 

more about the process and how 

it works as we continue forward. 

I pray that you take this time 

seriously, prayerfully, and  

remember God is with you on 

this important journey. 

 May this be a journey be 

one of growth and blessings. 

Warmly, 

 

 

 

 

 



 Thank you for the lovely rite of installation service on Sunday,  

February 23rd. Thank you especially to Martha Circle for the  

wonderful and special reception between the services and also to 

Martha Circle and Ursula Richards for the beautiful flowers. Thank you 

confirmation class, readers, choir, Gary Ritter, and to everyone who  

participated in the service. Mostly I wish to say a huge thank you to all 

of you at Zion for the incredible support over this year and a half.  

Sunday was a beautiful and meaningful day. 

 I look forward to serving you during this time of transition. 

Warmly, 
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GODLY PLAY MARCH SCHEDULE 
March 1 Storyteller: Denise Brech      Doorkeeper: Jennifer Ludwig 

March 8 Storyteller: Pat Edwards       Doorkeeper:  Pam Ensley 

March 15 Storyteller: Adam Sitler Doorkeeper:  Emily McElhaney 

                     Christina McElhaney 

March 22 Storyteller:  Doorkeeper: Kay Schaal 

March 29 No Godly Play due to Spring Break 

 The Thursday 10:00 am 

Bible Study on Matthew  

continues in the month of 

March beginning with  

Chapter 18. This session will 

move through ten chapters 

ending April 2 and covers the topics True Greatness, Forgiveness, The 

Request of the Mother of James and John,  the Entry into Jerusalem, 

Cleansing the Temple, Fig Tree, Greatest Commandment and on 

through Jesus’ resurrection.  

Layer one – Show up. Come as you are. There will be materials  

available to participate in the study each Thursday. 

Layer Two – Go deeper by reading the book of Matthew. The study will 

provide a schedule of chapters to read each week.  

Layer Three – Do light homework (guided questions) and journaling to 

go deeper into the Gospel of Matthew. Add to the discussions by  

sharing your discoveries. 

 All are welcome Thursdays at 10:00 am! Invite a friend. I look  

forward to learning with you and reading the book of Matthew  

together. 

 

 

 

 



Book Club meets 
 Our next meeting is  

Thursday, March 12
th

at 1:00 pm 

in the Conference Room to  

discuss Saving Cee Cee 

Honeycutt by Beth Hoffman. This 

is a book kit from the Camas  

Library and is available to check 

out now at the church office. The 

on-line abbreviated summary: 

Laugh-out-loud funny and deeply 

touching, Beth Hoffman's  

sparkling debut is, as Kristin  

Hannah says, 

"packed full of 

Southern charm, 

strong women, 

wacky humor, and 

good old-fashioned heart." It is a 

novel that explores the  

indomitable strengths of female 

friendship and gives us the story 

of a young girl who loses one 

mother and finds many others. 

 Karen Gates will lead the 

discussion and Denise Brech will 

bring treats. 

 April 9: Book selection TBA. 

Sandra Meeker will choose and 

lead discussion. 
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Exercise at Zion!  
           A gentle exercise and  

balance class, Keep Fit, is offered 

twice weekly at Zion on  

Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:30-

11:30 in the Social Hall. Friday 

classes  

include  

exercises 

from Tai Chi: 

Moving for 

Better Balance. Health benefits 

include: improved social and 

mental well-being, balance and 

physical functioning, confidence 

in conducting daily activities, and 

a reduced risk of falling and  

sustaining associated injuries. 

These add up to maintaining  

independence and an improved 

quality of life.    

     Yoga is offered Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, 8:30 - 9:30 am in the 

Social Hall. Low impact stretching 

and breathing techniques are 

emphasized. Bring a mat. 

       Both Keep Fit and yoga 

classes are led by certified  

instructor Sinéad Hale and are 

open to adult men and women. A 

donation of 

$5 per  

session/per 

person is 

necessary to 

maintain 

the classes. 
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YOUTH & FAMILY NEWS 
Soup Supper for Lent Service -- Mar. 4th  

Youth and Family hosting 6:00 pm  

Confirmation Field trip --Mar. 15th  to St. Thomas Catholic 

Church (during class time) 

Lock-In at Trinity Lutheran --Mar. 22nd High school 

 5:00 pm-8:00 pm (not overnight) 
 

Looking Ahead:  
Middle School Lock-In Apr. 24th-25th at Zion  

Rummage Sale at Zion -- May 9th (May 8 set-up) 

Vacation Bible School -- June 22nd-25th 

Western States Youth Gathering  -- June 25-29th 

Holden Village -- July 19-25th 

Lenten services focus on 

prayer 
 The Lenten midweek services 

will focus on prayer. We are  

following the format of Anne 

LaMott’s book  Help, Thanks, 

Wow: the Three Essential Prayers. 

As Zion has entered the interim 

period, it is very important to keep 

praying for the Zion community. 

Please pray for open hearts to 

seek God’s will in every step of the  

process. Please pray for the  

willingness to explore the past and 

courage to expand a vision for the 

future of Zion and the Camas  

communities. While Lent is a  

perfect time to pray for Zion, it is 

also a time for you to slow down, 

breathe, and just be. I hope you 

give yourself the space and time 

needed to refocus your own life 

with Jesus the center. Many  

blessings as we enter this  

season. 

  



Zion Lutheran Church Staff: 
Ministers Entire Congregation 
Associate Pastor Susan Dollinger 
Youth Minister Pam Ensley 
Office Assistant Sandra Meeker 
Music Staff:  Karen Rezabek, Gary Ritter, Joan Vincent 
Nursery Attendants        Emily McElhaney, Naomi Meeker, Alexa Gaudio, 
 Brooke Gaudio, Christina McElhaney 
Sound Techs:   Andrew McElhaney, Nolan Purkerson, Reid Frank, 
 Max Malcom 
Custodian Tye Cobb 
Council Officers:  Pres. Madlin Baltzell
 Vice Pres. Leslee Froehlich, Sec. Laura Greulich 
Administrative Assistant  Patricia Hagensen 
 

The Zion Messenger is the monthly newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church, 
located at NE 4th & Garfield, Camas, Washington. Worship services are at 
9:00 am (traditional) and 11:15 am (contemporary).  Pr. Susan A. Dollinger  
can be reached at 360-834-4201 ext 202 or 503-548-7997 (cell). 
Administrative office hours are 8-12:00 Mondays and 8-5:00 Tuesday - 
Friday. Email can be sent to info@zionluthcamas.org. The website is 
zionluthcamas.org. For youth & family ministry, the email address is 
youthminister@zionluthcamas.org.  

“As a welcoming Body of Christ, we celebrate and share  

God’s saving grace for all.”   

FINANCIAL DIGEST 

JANUARY 
BUDGETARY INCOME YEAR/DATE         39,161.93 

BUDGETARY EXPENSES                          19,747.72 

BUDGETARY OFFERING  MONTH   YEAR/DATE  

2019    39,161.93           39,161.93 

2018    26,466.40           26,466.40 
  

ATTENDANCE COMPARISON               # of Sundays   Avg/YR to Date 

2020  542   542           4  136 
2019             548   548                   4  137 
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