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Prelude Patrick Murphy   

Welcome and Announcements     

GATHERING 

Confession and Absolution 

Great and loving God, we who come to worship are also persons who  
sometimes feel that you have abandoned us or left us to fend for  
ourselves. Although we rely upon your ever-presence, we suspect your  
absence. Encourage us, O God, when we doubt your promise to be with us  
always. In our worship, grant us the gifts of discernment and hope. Enable  
us to recognize your workings in the commonplace and the everyday.  
Open us to faith and help us to perceive not only what is, but also what,  
by your grace, might be. 

Silence for reflection 

Gracious God,  

you encourage us with your love, bringing new life out of death. We 
confess that we need your life-giving power in our lives and our  
relationships. We have hurt others and have been hurt by them. We are  
often angry or afraid. We continue to live in ways that do not  
lead to peace and justice. Forgive us, O God. Pour your Spirit of wisdom  
and healing upon us, that by our lives and our loving, we may glorify  
you, through Jesus Christ the Risen One. Amen.  

Hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure, and you are 
included in that love. Know that you are forgiven through the death and  
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia! Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

P: O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended  
 to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in  
 suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your  
 bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who  
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn                “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” Number 888 

1.  O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, for purple  
 mountain majesties above the fruited plain! America! America! God  

shed his grace on thee, and crown thy good with brotherhood from  
sea to shining sea. 

2. O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, who more than self  
 their country loved, and mercy more than life! America! America!  
 May God thy gold refine, till all success be nobleness, and every gain  
 divine. 

3.     O beautiful for patriot dream, that sees, beyond the years, thine  
 alabaster  cities gleam, undimmed by human tears! America!  
 America! God mend thine every flaw, confirm thy soul in self-control,  
 thy liberty in law. 

WORD 
Bible Reading Acts 1:6-14 
When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not 
for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While 
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 
in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.”  12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had 
entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying,  

-2- 

Seventh Sunday of Easter  



Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the 
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
L: Word of God, Word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Bible Reading 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among 
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 
13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may 
also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are 
reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, 
which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 5:6Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 
time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline 
yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 
around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your 
faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are 
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for 
a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To 
him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 
L: Word of God, Word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

P:      The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel Reading John 17:1-11 
After Jesus had spoken these words to his disciples, he looked up to 
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the 
Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, 
to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal 
life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave 
me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory 

that I had in your presence before the world existed.  6“I have made your 
name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now 
they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words 
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them 
and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, 
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Message Leslee Froehlich 

Hymn of the Day                      “You Are Mine” Number 581 

1 "I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear. 
 You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice. Be still and know I  
 am here." 

2 "I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see. 
 In the shadows of the night, I will be your light. Come and rest in me." 

 Refrain 
 "Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. 
 Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are  
 mine." 

3 "I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in  
 shame. All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all will  
 know my name."  Refrain 

4 "I am the Word that leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world  
 cannot give. I will call your name, embracing all your pain. Stand up,  
 now walk and live!"  Refrain 
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 Apostles’ Creed  

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived  
 by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
 Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
 dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is  
 seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the  
 living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion  
 of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  
 the life everlasting. Amen. 

Time of Peace 
The peace of the risen Christ be with you all.      And also with you. 
Please share a time of peace online with one another using the chat  
comments or with someone next to you or spend this time in prayer 

*Prayers of Intercession “Praise Song for the Pandemic“ 

https://youtu.be/zCYoikGaI6U 

*The Prayers come from a special video created by The Work of the  
People. Please pause and click on the link to experience it. This is well  
worth four minutes 14 seconds!  

The Lord’s Prayer  

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  
  come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day  
  our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  
  deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and  
  the glory, forever and ever. Amen.      

SENDING 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you and be  
 gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you  
 peace. Amen. 
 
 

Sending Hymn                   "Blessed Assurance" Number 638 

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory  
 divine! Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit,  
 washed in his blood. 

 Refrain: 
 This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day  
 long, this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the  
 day long. 

2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst  
 on my sight, angels descending bring from above, echoes of  
 mercy, whispers of love. Refrain 

3. Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and  
 blest, watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his  
 goodness, lost in his love. Refrain 

Dismissal 

P: Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news.  
 Alleluia! 
 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

Silent Meditation 
 

Liturgy used with permission under license from Augsburg Fortress 
through Sundays and Seasons. #SAS006227 
Text, Music, and Streaming - One License #A-706949 
“Blessed Assurance” 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby; Music : Phoebe P. Knapp 
“You Are Mine” 
Text and Music: David Haas; @1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 
“O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 
Text: Katherine L. Bates; Music: Samuel A. Ward; MATERNA 
“Praise Song for the Pandemic” 
Written and read by Christine Valters Paintner from Abbey of the Arts; 
Music by Giants and Pilgrims; used by permission The Work of the People 

https://youtu.be/zCYoikGaI6U

