Zion Lutheran Church
October 2020 Worship Schedule
Sunday live 10:00 am on Facebook
Drive in service Oct 4 & 18 at 8:45
Pet Blessing Oct 18th
Links posted to website and emailed
824 NE 4th Avenue Camas, Washington
Associate Pr. Susan A. Dollinger
360-834-4201 office
Email: info@zionluthcamas.org
Website: www.zionluthcamas.org

Living Stones Raffle open
now!
The Living Stones Prison
Ministry raffle is back on the
calendar! Ticket sales run now
through Nov. 1 and the drawing will
be held on Tuesday, Nov. 17.
You may get tickets ($5 each or
6 for $25) at the
church office. Four
prizes are available
this year -- a grand
prize of $2020 cash,
second prize of $202 cash, and the
third and fourth are handmade by
the men themselves, a quilt and a
piece of artwork. All proceeds
benefit the Living Stones Prison
Congregation.

Check it out
Perhaps by now you have read
every book you own and are ready
for something new. Our Zion
Lutheran Church library may have
just the book for you. We have had
so many great books donated to our
library recently that you will surely
find some treasures.
Here are a few books that are
intriguing:
Consuming Faith by Tom Beaudoin.
Very insightful into the relationship
of our spirituality and our economic
actions.
When Spiritual But Not Religious Is
Not Enough by Lillian Daniel. A lively
pastor shares her experiences and

her viewpoints.
Paul, A Novel by Walter
Wangerin Jr. Paul, Titus, Prisca,
Luke and others come alive as
they share their personal
participation in spreading the
Gospel.
His Needs, Her Needs by Willard
Harley, Jr. Relates the same
important needs for all sexes but
is very enlightening as to how
the priorities are so different.
Small Great Things by Jodi
Picoult. An African American
pediatric nurse, a right wing
racist, and a civil rights lawyer
are involved in a lawsuit that
deeply affects their lives.
Jesus>Religion by Jefferson
Bethke. Highlights
contemporary
actions in the
name of religion
that have
consequences
that are contrary to the
teachings of Jesus while
accentuating positives of
religion.
These books and many others
can be found on the New Book
shelves. However, there are
excellent books on the other
shelves too. Please call the
church office at 360-834-4201
ext.200 so you can go into our
library and Check Them Out.
Judy Bahl
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Prayer Chain
Barbara Breitenbucher, Beth
Farrington, Alan Hansen, Darrell
Roth, Carrie Golladay; for Ian &
Josie Brech on the birth of their
daughter, Finley Eleanor on
August 26 and grandparents,
Phil & Denise Brech

October
Zoom Meetings
Staff Meeting
Wed 7, 21
Bible Study
Thurs 8, 15, 22, 29
Book Club
Thurs 8
Council
Tues 20
What’s Brewing?
Tues 27
Men’s Study Group
Thurs 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

10:00
10:00
1:00
4:00
5:30
7:30

If you’d like to visit with
someone online (up to 25 people
at once) we’re happy to work
with you -- just let us know.

Ministry‘s Little Book Library. It
was empty and now it is full with
plenty of replacements ready to
refill! We also shared 14 VBS and
school supply kits to the preschool teacher, Tina. She was so
thrilled to get them for the kids.
Dear Zion Lutheran Church,
We appreciate your
generous $1980 gift for the
pantry at Open House Ministries.
Our residents are so grateful for
our pantry, and we appreciate
the commitment you have made
to keep it stocked with food and
necessities. Fresh produce from
the Vancouver Farmer’s Market
has been delivered by the
Vancouver Bicycle Club this
summer and we are grateful for
their continued blessing at OHM.
Having the pantry supplied with
everything the residents need
helps keep them on campus and
reduces our exposure to
COVID-19.
We pray your congregation is
healthy and staying safe!
Blessings,
Reneé Stevens
Executive Director

October 18

Thank you to all who
donated children’s, youth and
adult books to Open House

Drive-in
Service
and
11:-11:30 am
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The earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind
from God swept over the face of the waters.
Genesis. 1:2
At the time of writing this, we have just experienced a great wind,
and fires broke out all over Oregon and Washington. The air has been
very dark and yellow, thick with toxic smoke. Today’s air quality
reached 595 (300 is considered to be very dangerous.) When I drove to
Zion, I could barely see the church building through the smoke even
while sitting at the light.
Pandemic, protests, fire, windstorms, smoke, and darkness is a lot
to take in. 2020 has been one for the books, that is for sure. I think on
January first, when we turn the calendar (if you still have one of those)
to 2021 I am sure, like in the movie Groundhog Day, that we will hope
for a different tomorrow.
So, how do we continue to hold out hope? How do we continue to
stand forth in faith? We have had to ask where do you see God in the
middle of the pandemic? Eventually, after looking around, we could
answer that question by saying: Well, God is in the phone calls from
friends and family, in the happy pets who have their owner’s attention,
in the family games, and a break from typical traffic. Now, we ask
where is God in the forest fires, in the loss of homes? We see God in
finding ways to help. We see God in those who have not rested as they
have tried to rescue people and animals. We keep asking, and
sometimes we have to really look for the wind that sweeps over the
face of the waters, but God is there. God is there.
The creation story in Genesis is one of my favorites. It lifts my
imagination and sense of wonder of what chaos looks like in God’s
eyes. This time of smoke and fires brought me to that verse, not being
able to see 25 feet in front of me with a yellow haze watering my eyes.
It felt like some type of science fiction movie. I have spent a lot of
September praying for air quality and safety for people. The other part
of that will come when the air lifts, and the fires alleviate. I hope we
also remember to praise and thank God for being there with us. We
don’t get out of suffering, but God comes to us in the midst of it.
The VBS exercise of God Sightings is one that I do with the kids and the
staff every year. We ask the question, “Where did you see God today?”
Gratitude goes a long way, and seeing God in the chaos goes even
further. Right now, we need to look for God in the chaos, in the
Cont. page 5

-4-

Cont. from page 4

abnormal new ways of life.
So, look for God. Look for God
in the chaos, and in the
windstorm, and also in the
pandemic and smoke. Look for
God in the year 2020. Write down
your God sightings. When you
look back and read them, I think
you will see that God has been
with you. God has been with you
in the chaos, the confusion, and
the smoke. God is with you
always. Hold on in faith. Amen.

person, socially distanced,
wearing masks” meeting in the
church Social Hall versus a Zoom
meeting. The church council is
discussing options for safe “inperson” functions at church. We
will let you know as soon as a
decision is made, hopefully by
October 1.
I must say, I am very thankful
I’ve had some good books to
read the past week! Hope you
are all staying safe inside out of
the smoke.
Blessings,
Karen Gates and Sandra Meeker

1 Samuel Bible study
begins

Book Club meets
Greetings!
We had 11 readers participate
in the book group discussion via
Zoom last Thursday. Thank you
to Pat Edwards for leading the
discussion on Beneath a Scarlet
Sky by Mark Sullivan.
Following are the
dates and books for
the upcoming fall
meetings.
October 8: On Mystic Lake by
Kristin Hannah. Sandra Meeker
will lead discussion.
November 12: The Girl with Seven
Names: A North Korean
Defector’s Story by David John
and Lee Hyeon-seo. Pam Hankins
will lead discussion.
We are uncertain if the
October meeting will be an “in-5-

We will be reading through
the book of 1 Samuel from
October through the beginning
of December. 1 Samuel is a book
about King David. It is packed full
of adventure, leading to David’s
reign as king. David is a turning
point in the Biblical narrative.
Please let Pat know you are
interested to get a Zoom link.
Bible study will be on Thursdays
at 10:00 AM.
Homework for October:
Oct. 8: Chapters 1-3 – The call
of Samuel
Oct. 15: Chapters 4-8 – The Ark;
the demand for a king
Oct. 22: Chapters 9-12 Saul as
King, Samuel’s farewell
Oct. 29: Chapters 13-15 Saul’s
reign, Saul’s error

F

orgiving can be as simple, I have found, as judging the offender to be
a reckless driver, or immature, or another suitable label that fits the
situation – whatever allows me to feel slightly superior. Sometimes the
harm or inconvenience done is unconscious, merely thoughtless (like a
neighbor boy who aims a BB gun at an apple tree but takes out a picture
window) and although this or something like it causes me great
annoyance and trouble, the lack of real malice leaves no lasting hurt.
But being deliberately wronged by intent is a tough path; how much
more difficult to suffer, accept, recover, reach for understanding, and
finally forgive. I know I’ve been stuck on that staircase unable to move to
the next step many times. I guess the view from that point is selfsatisfying and I’ve felt justified to nurture my hurt or rage like a small evil
pet. The injustice done became a patch of mold that covered my friend,
eclipsing humanity. I had considered our relationship to be one of
friendship and trust, but now I only saw the mold.
What did I learn from this? That forgiveness takes time. Healing has
to take place. I didn’t like feeling sick with the anger that doused my
usually happy spirit, and began to understand in my heart that the mold
was over my own eyes. We are both children of God, blessed with a
longing for God’s light where anger has no place.
Once time had passed and anger faded, pity came to the top. Not
forgetting, no. But in a strange way, I felt we had much in common
unrealized before. Just another sinner like me and both of us needing
God’s grace.
Patricia Hagensen

YOUTH & FAMILY NEWS
th

Oct. 4
Oct. 4th
Oct. 11th
Oct. 11th
Oct. 18th
Oct. 18th
Oct. 25th
Oct. 25th

Godly Play/Sunday School on-line video Creation w/ Pr. Susan
Confirmation and Student Bible Study Time/Zoom TBD
The Freedom of a Christian 500th Anniversary 1520-2020.
Godly Play/Sunday School on-line video Noah’s Ark
w/ Denise Brech
Confirmation and Student Bible Study
Godly Play/Sunday School on-line video The Great Family
w/ Pam Ensley
Confirmation and Student Bible Study
Reformation Day Special Zoom w/ kids to share Godly Play
arts, crafts and thoughts @ 11:00 after on-line service
Confirmation and Student Bible Study movie on Martin Luther
and Reformation w/ discussion. Time and venue TBD.
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FINANCIAL DIGEST
AUGUST
BUDGETARY INCOME YEAR/DATE
BUDGETARY EXPENSES

190,543.63
148,760.65

BUDGETARY OFFERING MONTH YEAR/DATE
2020
2019

20,184.35
18,671.55

ATTENDANCE COMPARISON

2020
2019

# of Sundays Avg/YR to Date

1417
4766

499

190,543.63
182,798.73
10
34

142
140

Zion Lutheran Church Staff:
Ministers
Associate Pastor
Youth Minister
Office Assistant
Music Staff:
Nursery Attendants
Sound Techs:
Custodian
Council Officers:
Administrative Assistant

Entire Congregation
Susan Dollinger
Pam Ensley
Sandra Meeker
Karen Rezabek, Gary Ritter
Emily McElhaney, Alexa Gaudio, Brooke Gaudio,
Christina McElhaney
Nolan Purkerson, Reid Frank, Max Malcom
Tye Cobb
Pres. Leslee Froehlich, Vice Pres. Adam Sitler
Sec. Kelly Bruce
Patricia Hagensen

The Zion Messenger is the monthly newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church,
located at NE 4th & Garfield, Camas, Washington. Worship services are at
9:00 am (traditional) and 11:15 am (contemporary). Pr. Susan A. Dollinger
can be reached at 360-834-4201 ext 202 or 503-548-7997 (cell).
Administrative office hours are 8-12:00 Mondays and 8-5:00 Tuesday Friday. Email can be sent to info@zionluthcamas.org. The website is
zionluthcamas.org. For youth & family ministry, the email address is
youthminister@zionluthcamas.org.

“As a welcoming Body of Christ, we celebrate and share
God’s saving grace for all.”
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