


         Youth & Family Minister



          ROLE DESCRIPTION

I.
General Description

The Youth & Family Minister (YFM) is a full time position, responsible to facilitate youth, children, family and Christian education ministries at and through Zion Lutheran Church
Areas of responsibility include Sunday School, Middle School, Confirmation, High School and Mission Trip, Family Ministry and other education/worship/fellowship/service and faith-building opportunities that bring people together.
Qualifications and Aptitudes:

Have a love for God and people and experience working with youth.

Feel called to ministry and embrace Christian and Lutheran theology and practice.

A bachelor’s degree in a related field is preferred, with certification in Youth Ministry desired.

Possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, organizational ability, visioning, planning and implementing experience and conflict management.

Computer skills and technology effectiveness are a must.

Teaching and group-leading along with motivating and integrating various groups and ages.

II.
Accountability & Communication
The YFM is accountable to the Senior Pastor of Zion, the church council, serves alongside the Youth and Family Ministry Team (YFMT) and the congregation.

The pastor will oversee the work of the YFM through weekly staff meetings, and regular interactions.  In addition, the pastor (or his delegate) will meet one-on-one with the YFM during the three month evaluation period  to set goals, evaluate on-going priorities and provide mentorship.  
Written feedback will be provided by the Parish staff team at the end of the three month evaluation period and the six month probation period or more often as needed

Maintain full time hours including a weekly office presence.  When duties require off-site hours, the YFM will inform the Administrative Assistant.

.
 The YFM is expected to attend Council meetings and turn in a monthly report for publication in the Messenter and the Zion Weekly  as well as participation in the youth, family and Christian education content on Zion’s web-site and Face Book page.  An annual report shall be prepared for the congregational meeting which may include an oral report.  When applicable, the YFM will report special events to the local newspaper for publication.

The YFM will clear any special continuing education classes or conferences with the Pastor.  

Encourage youth to participate in worship and other church and youth functions by personal invitation, phone calls, mailing and other means of communication.

With volunteer assistance, create and maintain a youth bulletin board.

III.
Christian Education and Service
The YFM, in conjunction with the YFMT and volunteers shall administer Sunday School (age 3 through grade 5).  Included, but not limited to, are the following:  ordering material, recruiting and training teachers, general administration, plan for Rally Day, the Christmas Celebration program and the Sunday School year-end party.  Middle school and High School youth are welcome to assist in the Christian education of young ones on Sunday morning and participate in faith-building opportunities for their age group during other parts of the month.

Parents/guardians are the primary faith-givers in the lives of young people.  The YFM will lead family Sunday School several times a year, placing tools in the hands of parents to use at home with their family.  With help from the YFMT and volunteers, the YFM will facilitate periodic faith-building family event opportunities including fellowship, Bible study, service and more.

The YFM, YFMT and volunteers will coordinate a yearly Vacation Bible School/Day Camp for pre-school and grade-school youth culminating with a celebration for the participants, family, congregation and community.

Various ages of young people will take turns leading worship throughout the year.  Grade School, Middle School youth and High School youth will all take turns being lead worshippers at least once a year.

In conjunction with the pastor, parents and volunteers, the YFM will coordinate and lead confirmation classes, service events and faith-building experiences for the 6th-8th graders.   Confirmation orientation to familiarize participants and their parents with the confirmation program will also be offered.
With the help of the YFMT and volunteers:

+  Provide occasional opportunities for all 6th-8th graders to grow in  their faith (ex: area wide Middle School Lock-in, bowling, serving at the Share House or VBS, spring clean up day at Zion, preparing personal care kits  etc.)

+  Provide monthly or bi-monthly opportunities for High School Youth which promote spiritual and relational growth including service opportunities, Bible study, worship, fellowship and more.

+Facilitate a high school mission or service trip yearly.  Communication and coordination with parents/guardians, and cultivating youth leadership capacities are essential components of this.  

+Coordinate fund raisers, including the Lenten Soup Supper, Easter Breakfast, Service Trip Dinner and Auction, etc.

The YFM may participate in community events, build relationships through common experiences, attend sporting or creative events, volunteering in class rooms or on field trips as often as scheduling allows.  

With the YFMT, coordinate a celebration for high school graduates.

IV.
Other responsibilities

The  YFM is encouraged to participate in on-site ministries such as the quilter’s group, knitting group, book club, JOY (just older youth) group and other parish-sponsored meetings that are held in the Zion facility.  In addition, the YFM will occasionally join a care team member as they visit our shut-ins, or venture on her/his own to visit with members confined to home or one of the area facilities.
The YFM will:

+
welcome and follow-up with visiting families to Zion.

+
keep accurate records of all programming.
+
recruit, train and schedule Acolytes and recruit nursery attendants.  

Along with the Administrative Assistant, the YFM will assure all volunteers who work with children and youth are screened through the Washington Access to Criminal History (WATCH) yearly.
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